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The point of a notebook is 
to jump-start the mind.

John Gregory Dunne



Hello Fellow Mathematicians. . . 

If you have never explored Interactive Student Notebooks (ISN) 
and FoldablesTM you are in for a real treat.  Foldables are graphic 
organizers that help students organize information and represent 
abstract ideas in a concrete manner. Dinah Zike created 
FoldablesTM over 40 years ago. 

I truly believe that paper and pencil resources are still necessary 
for quality math instruction. In 2012, our school district 
eliminated textbooks for all Algebra 2 courses.  Teachers in our 
school were concerned that students would be disadvantaged 
without some reference materials. So began my journey to create 
8-page Bound-Book-Style FoldablesTM each night for the next 
day’s lesson.  That was a hectic school year, but looking back now, 
I realize this was a valuable gift to the seventeen Algebra 2 
teachers in our 3,000-plus student population.  Many of our staff 
began to explore interactive student notebooks and discovered 
that students became active participants in their learning.

ISN’s help students organize
their learning. Their journals 
become an individual portfolio 
of their experience. Students find
ownership in the process.  It can
benefit your students, as well.

Let’s get started 
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http://www.dzacademy.com/resources/Research/Foldables_rsch_DZA
-institutes.pdf

What should I do first?
Students should purchase a paper backed 100-page 
composition book. I have found it is worth taking an 
entire class period to personalize student notebooks.  

You just need a small amount of pre-planning.

 Scrapbooking paper
 Notebook Labels
 Glue
 Scissors
 Clear wide-packing tape

NOTE: Students who purchase a composition book with a 
plastic cover will need some permanent markers to 
personalize their ISN journal because glue will not hold. 
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. . . Read the research here . . .

Scan the code or click on the 
image at the right. The link will 
take you to the download PDF 
document titled Research to 
Support Foldables® in the 
Classroom.

http://www.dzacademy.com/resources/Research/Foldables_rsch_DZA-institutes.pdf


How to personalize an ISN
1. Have students select a half-sheet of scrapbooking 

paper.
2. Glue this to the front of the composition book.
3. Complete the Notebook Label and glue it on top of the 

decorative paper.
4. Cover the entire front of the composition book with 

strips of clear packing tape in order to “water-proof” 
the front of the book. On the next page, see the detail 
of overlap in the picture at top right. Trim closely to 
finish the cover.
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TABLE OF CONTENTS
OPTION 1 : Use the first 4 pages for a table of contents. One page for each quarter.

OPTION 2 : Print a foldable page for each quarter to be added to the  ISN at the 
beginning of each new unit of study.

Allow a full class 
period to personalize 

YOUR ISN!







ISN Tabs and Pockets
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Now that you have the first four pages set for 
a table of contents section, it’s time to create 
a storage pocket for Unit 1.
Fold the next page from the top left corner to 
the center, as shown. 
Then, run a single line of liquid glue around 
the bottom and up to the fold.

NOTE: It is helpful to color-code each unit if you have access 
to pastel paper!  

Now just close the page to the right to 
create a pocket.  Here students can store 
their Learning Goal and Scales pages, along 
with Foldables that are not yet complete. 
See photo at right.

Finally, add the TAB for the unit to the back 
side of the pocket



Course Unit & 
Content Tabs 

Personal Goals 
for Success
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Unit Tab with 
Learning Goals 

Unit Tab Contents and Storage Pocket
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One More Thing!
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It might seem like you are just wasting time with an arts 
and crafts project, but trust me, this is time well spent! 
You have demonstrated to your learners that you are 
serious about taking high-quality, effective and useful 
notes.  You are setting the standards high regarding the 
importance of their recording and representing 
knowledge in your class. You will see ownership in their 
attitude about this journal.

A few helpful hints for you . . .

It will take patience on your part for about a week, as 
students learn to create each mini-booklet. Some can 
master the folds and cuts with ease, while others will 
need assistance daily.  Delegate some of your fast 
learners to be Foldable Masters!  If they are taking too 
long, give them a time limit, or challenge them to a 
race!

Two minutes should be ample time !



The Rest of the Year
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When you purchase a unit of instruction or a full-year product from my 
store, you will find ample ancillary materials to teach at the level your 
district or state demands.  There is a sample pacing guide for each unit 
that is designed for regular 45-50 minute classes.  With 16 years of 
experience using Foldables in both Honors and regular classes, I can verify 
their effectiveness.

There will be some lessons that require more than one class period, unless 
you teach in a block-schedule setting. 

I recommend that my 
students use the right-side 
of the ISN to glue their 
completed Foldable and 
the left-side can be used 
for questions, bell-work, 
other discoveries or 
concepts that they should
consider in order to 
succeed for the specific 
lesson.

As a final thought, I have never assigned a grade to these journals.  In 
fact, I don’t even require my students to create them.  I want notetaking 
to be personally beneficial to each of my students without a value 
judgment being attached to the activity. 

All of my Foldables® were inspired by the work of Dinah Zike, and the 
bound book Foldable is used by permission – see more 
of her ideas at www.Dinah.com

http://www.dinah.com/








I  have a passion and drive to create rigorous, engaging lessons 
of the highest quality for teachers and students. My products 

include guided notes, Foldables,© SMART Board© lessons, games, 
activities, homework, assessments, and so much more. My 
resources are focused on three courses for your honors 

students.
Algebra 2, Pre-Calculus, and Calculus.

Let’s Connect . . .

© 2012-2018 Jean Adams – Flamingo MathTM, LLC

All rights reserved.  This product is for your personal classroom use only and is not transferable. This 
license is not intended for use by organizations or multiple users, including but not limited to schools, 
multiple teachers within a grade level, or school districts.  If you would like to share this product with your 
colleagues or department, please purchase additional licenses from my store at a discounted price.

Copying any part of this product and posting the resource on the internet in any form, including 
classroom/personal websites, social media, Amazon Inspire, or network drives is prohibited, unless the 
site is password protected where only students can access the content.  Violations are subject to 
penalties of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).

Thank you for protecting my work!
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